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NFS Sustainable Production Checklist
Small productions can make a big difference. Use this checklist to make more sustainable choices before, during and after your shoot.
Before You Shoot
· Plan before you buy. Make a list of what you actually need and check what you can borrow, reuse or source second-hand.
· Keep travel simple. Where you do need to travel, car-share or use public transport where practical.
· Think about waste before it happens. Decide what will happen to props, materials, costumes and equipment after the shoot.
· Assign a sustainability lead. One person can keep an eye on waste, energy, travel and reuse during the production.
Carbon Calculator 
· Use this film carbon calculator to estimate your carbon footprint
Props, Costumes & Set
· Reuse before buying new. Check the Film School's existing resources first (E.g.: Using the NFS Props store, which you can check on Connect2).
· Borrow, hire or source second-hand wherever possible.
· Check with Wear and Share Leeds Charity when looking for costumes.
· Look for materials through SAIL Resource Hub, which connects creative projects with reusable sets, props, costumes, equipment and other materials.
· For art materials, check out SCRAP Leeds for low-cost creative reuse materials.
· If you need paint, consider Seagulls Reuse, which sells rescued and repurposed paint in Leeds.
· Utilise resources like Facebook Marketplace to find props and set dressing second hand. 
· Avoid single-use materials where you can.
· Consider hiring costumes before buying, or purchase second hand clothes from charity shops (you can donate them after you finish production).
· At wrap, return, reuse, donate or recycle everything you can. Plan for this at the beginning of the shoot, don’t wait until the end, know where everything is going.
Studio & Equipment
· Switch it off when you're not using it. Lights, monitors, computers and other equipment don't need to be running between setups.
· Use only the equipment and lighting you actually need.
· Look after equipment so it can be used by the next production. Don't throw away broken equipment or cables — see if they can be re-purposed or passed on. Make sure to report any damage through the Damage Report ASAP so repairs can be made. 
· Don't throw away broken equipment or cables — check with Film Support to see if item can be re-purposed or passed on. Make sure to report any damage through the Damage Report ASAP so repairs can be made. 
Food & Drink
· Avoid individual plastic bottles. Encourage everyone to bring a refillable bottle. This is good to feature in your call sheets and team briefings. 
· Use reusable cups, plates and cutlery where available.
· Order catering based on the number of people actually attending.
· Avoid unnecessary packaging and single-use items.
· Don't waste food. Plan portions and save or share leftovers where possible.
Travel
· Walk, cycle or use public transport where practical.
· Car-share if driving is necessary.
· Combine journeys when collecting equipment, props or materials.
· If you decide to do a location shoot, plan the journey and equipment transport in advance to avoid unnecessary trips.
After The Shoot
· Return borrowed or hired items.
· Keep useful materials for another student production – ask teams shooting before and after you to see if there are any resources that could be shared.
· Donate unwanted props, costumes and creative materials through SAIL Resource Hub or other reuse schemes.
· Use Wear and Share Leeds Charity to find local options for reusing, donating and recycling clothing items.
· Take unwanted electronics and equipment to an appropriate e-waste/reuse service such as T&M Reuse.
· Check the Leeds City Council website for disposing of other unwanted items.
· Don't put reusable materials straight in the bin — ask where they could go next.
The Golden Rule
Before you buy, bin or replace something, ask:
Can we borrow it? Reuse it? Repair it? Pass it on?
Every production is different. You don't need to do everything, just make a few better choices wherever you can.
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